Wide World Travel, Inc., hosts international tours for travelers of all ages. Recent tours have included trips to Brazil, Hong Kong, Ecuador, Rome, Mexico, and France. This newsletter describes two of our most popular tours, one to the French region of Provence and the other to the Mexican state of Oaxaca. To learn more about other Wide World Adventures call YOUR NAME at 555-281-9010
Provence: Land of Color and Light

Provence lies in the south of France, with Italy to the east and the sparkling waters of the Mediterranean along its southern shore. Much has been written about the colors and light of this marvelous region, which have inspired artists and writers for centuries. But nothing prepared us for the harsh beauty of the landscape, with its rocky outcrops and Roman ruins.

We prefaced our adventure with a visit to Paris, where we spent four days exploring some famous sites. Then we took a high-speed train south to the city of Nime, where we spent the afternoon exploring the city’s stunning Roman amphitheater and lunching at La Mirande, a restaurant that is famous for its seafood stew. The next day, we moved on to Arles, the village where Vincent Van Gogh painted many of his most important works. We especially enjoyed the outdoor market, where we sampled over thirty different kinds of olives. The rest of our trip included forays to Les Baux-de-Provence (a stone village perched on a rock high above the surrounding countryside), St-Rémy-de-Provence (a typical southern French town, complete with fountains and tree-lined streets) and Avignon’s impressive Palais des Papes.

Oaxaca: The Jewel of Mexico

Oaxaca (pronounced woh-hah-kah) is a vast state in southern Mexico. Throughout our 12-day visit, we used Oaxaca City as our base. This vibrant city has a population of about 800,000, and hosts over 1 million visitors a year. The city is known for its magnificent colonial buildings, intricate folk art, and unusual cuisine.

A number of ancient ruins (dating back 2,600 years) are within easy driving distance. On our first day, we ventured to the Zapotec holy city of Monte Albán (5½ mi southwest of Oaxaca). Many experts consider it the most well-preserved ruin in the state. We were all impressed by the solemnity of the place, with its colossal pyramid-like structures.

Whenever we had some free time in Oaxaca City, we headed straight for El Central de Abastos to shop for pottery, textiles, and the brightly-painted wooden animals called alebrijes. In the evenings, we flocked to the center of town (the Zocalo) to enjoy the mariachi and marimba bands that play regularly in the colonial archways surrounding the square.
