Access 2003

Technical Notes


Technical Notes on using Access 2003
Problems when working off floppy disks

The Level I Access tutorials (Tutorials 1 through 4) have been tested and confirmed to work off

floppy disks if the starting student Data Files are organized on the number of disks indicated; 

see the “Read This Before You Begin” page preceding Tutorial 1, which indicates how the files

should be organized on floppy disks.

Although students can work off floppy disks to complete the tutorials and exercises in the

Tutorials 1 through 4, it is highly recommended that students not work off floppy disks and 

instead complete the tutorials working off their hard drives or some other high-capacity medium. 

Because of the size of database files, and the fact that they increase each time they are opened or worked on, problems with file size can occur. 

This is particularly true with the issue of compacting a database. The tutorials include

instructions for students to set the “Compact on Close” option for each database they

create and work with in Tutorials 1 through 4. Setting this option can present a dilemma 

for students working off floppy disks: in order for the files to fit on floppies, students must 

compact the databases every time they work with them (thus the need for the “Compact on 

Close” option to be set). However, because this option creates a copy of the database during

the compact process, both the copy and the original might not fit on the floppy disk at the 

same time. Our testing of the tutorials and exercises produced mixed results: sometimes

the tester (who was working off a floppy disk) could complete the steps without any problems, 

after having set the “Compact on Close” option and subsequently closing a database. Another 

tester had trouble with this procedure and encountered various error and warning dialog boxes 

after setting this option and trying to close a database. Again, these problems occurred only

when the tester was working off a floppy disk. The tester was able to “click through” the

warning and error dialog boxes and could complete the steps, and the resulting databases

seemed fine. So even though these problems occurred, they did not seem to have any lasting

effects on the resulting database files.

If your students must work off floppy disks when completing Tutorials 1 through 4, you should

consider whether or not you want them to set the “Compact on Close” option for the databases.

Keep in mind the following:


If students do not set the “Compact on Close” option, their database files will probably not fit on the floppy disks. You can have students manually compact database files as they go, if necessary, in order to have the files fit on disk. Or, you could have students delete files they no longer need as they progress through the tutorials, to free up disk space. Even with these measures, there is no guarantee that the files will fit on the necessary disks or that problems with manual compacting will not occur. 


If students do set the “Compact on Close” option, they may receive warning and error messages about the compacting process (and database files not being found, etc.); they should be able to “click through” these error messages and end up with their database files with the correct results. 

To summarize: although students can work off floppy disks, if necessary, they may encounter problems with compacting the databases they work with. However, students must compact the databases in order to fit the files on disk. 

It is strongly recommended that students not work off floppy disks in order to avoid these
potential problems. 

Data and Solution Files

Please note: The data files will unzip to a c:\Course Technology\xxxxx-x\(Brief or Intro or Comp)\yyyyy folder structure (where x is the last 6 digits of the ISBN and y is the specific for the Tutorial, Review Assignments, or Case Problem) since the work the students work in each section builds from one tutorial to the next. The solution files will unzip to a c:\Course Technology \xxxxx-xs\Tutorial.nn\yyyyy folder structure, so that the solutions for each tutorial are clearly identified. However, because the databases use fixed disk addresses in some tutorials for linked files, security files, data access pages, and other objects, please move the solution files to c:\Intro\yyyyy (for Tutorials 5-8) or c:\Comp\yyyyy (for Tutorials 9-12) in order to be able to work effectively with these files. For instance, please move the solution files for the Review Assignments in Tutorial 8 to c:\Intro\Review and the solution files for Case 3 to c:\Intro\Case3.
Data File Notes
The Brief Data File databases build from Tutorial 1 through Tutorial 4, the Intro Data Files databases build from Tutorial 5 through Tutorial 8.  To deter students from using the starting Tutorial 5 Data Files databases as their ending Tutorial 4 databases, there have been changes made to the ending Tutorial 4 databases to make the starting Tutorial 5 databases.  Please see the document titled “Databases Differences from Tutorial 4 to 5.doc” in the Additional Faculty Files folder of your Instructor Resources CD for a description of these differences.
The Comprehensive Data Files databases build from Tutorial 9 through Tutorial 12. To deter students from using the starting Tutorial 9 Data Disk databases as their ending T8 databases, changes have been made to the ending Tutorial 8 databases to make the starting Tutorial 9 databases. Please see the document titled “Databases Differences from Tutorial 8 to 9.doc” in the Additional Faculty Files folder of your Instructor Resources CD for a description of these differences.

Security Warning for MS Jet 4.0 Service Pack 8
At the time this book was printed, Service Pack 8 was not available.  Go to the appropriate Microsoft Web site to check for the latest Service Pack updates.  Even without Service Pack 8, you can still complete the tutorial and accompanying exercises—just bypass this by clicking Yes.  If you get another security warning click Open.
On pages: AC 8, AC 178-179, and AC 451-452 please remind your students of the following new Trouble?:
Trouble? If the Security option is not visible when you point to Macro on the Tools menu, then click Customize on the Tools menu, click the Toolbars tab, select the Menu Bar option (make sure the Menu Bar check box remains checked), click the Reset button, click the OK button, and then click the Close button.
